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New rules for tenants with pets  
They say that almost half the population in the UK have a pet of some 
sort and this is likely to have increased due to a surge in demand for 
pets during the current pandemic. Until now most landlords and letting 
agents have prohibited pets in their properties. The main reasons 
behind this is a fear of the damage an animal may cause to the property 
along with the risk of flea infestations, both of which will potentially 
increase costs and added time when preparing the property for the next 
tenancy. 

As of 28th January 2021, the rules regarding pets have changed 
meaning responsible tenants with well-behaved pets will be able to 
secure leases more easily through The Model Tenancy Agreement 
Announced by the Government. 

Under the new agreement landlords will no longer be able to issue a 
blanket ban on pets, instead consent for pets will be the default 
position. The landlord will have to object in writing within 28 days to a 
tenant’s written pet request and provide good reason. More details are 
available from the Government website 
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Gardens   
As winter draws to a close and spring sets in its time to 
start thinking about tidying up our gardens and outdoor 
spaces again. With the easing of lockdown restrictions as 
of the 29th of March we will  be able to invite friends and 
family round to enjoy time outdoors again. 

Gardens can cause a lot of confusion with regards to 
tenant responsibility and can be a common dispute raised 
between tenants and landlords. It is important to make it 
clear from the outset what the tenants responsibilities will 
be and outline this in your tenancy agreement.   

As a minimum the tenant will generally be expected to 
keep the garden tidy, free from rubbish and perform basic 
garden maintenance such as mowing the lawn,  weeding 
and stopping it from becoming overgrown. Some 
landlords will even leave a lawn mower and garden tools 
for the tenants use. The expectation is the garden will be 
returned in the same state as it was at the beginning of the 
tenancy. This means the landlord cannot expect any 
betterment.  

Tenants cannot be expected to complete any tasks that will 
require a level of expertise for example the pruning of 
really tall trees. This would be the responsibility of the 
landlord and down to them to instruct the relevant trades 
person. 

If the tenant would like to change the garden in anyway 
even if this would mean improving it this would require 
prior permission from the landlord. If permission was not 
requested the landlord can charge the tenant for returning 
it to its original state.  

 

 

 Tough new regulations for 
fire safety for HMOs & 

multi-tenancy buildings 

 
 

The Home Office has announced 
landlords and managing agents of 
HMOs could face unlimited fines 
following new measures being brought 
in to strengthen fire safety. 

We are still awaiting exact details but 
the new measures, announced as part 
of the government’s response to the 
Fire Safety Consultation, will apply to 
HMOs and other multi-tenancy 
premises only. They will come into force 
as part of the legislation in the Building 
Safety Bill - probably sometime in 2022. 
 
The measures will amend the Fire 
Safety Order and will include a 
requirement for fire risk assessments to 
be recorded for each building and 
improve how fire safety information is 
handed over throughout the lifetime of 
a building. 
 
 

Get in Touch 

If any of these articles ]are of interest to 
you, please contact us we’d love to hear 
your thought or answer any questions you 
may have.  

Enquiries@surreyinventorysewrvices.co.uk 

 

 
 


