
New guidance for landlords to further protect tenants from poor living conditions has 
been published by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government.  
From 1 October 2018, any landlord who lets a property to five or more people – from 
two or more separate households – must be licensed by their local housing authority.  
The move, which the government estimates will affect around 160,000 houses in mul-
tiple occupation (HMOs), will mean councils can take further action to crack down on 
the small minority of landlords renting out substandard and overcrowded homes.  
 
New rules will also come into force setting minimum size requirements for bed-
rooms to prevent overcrowding. 
 
The guidance document, which you can access by clicking here, 
includes further details on extending mandatory licensing to 
smaller HMOs and introducing minimum bedroom sizes as gov-
ernment continues to rebalance the relationship between ten-
ants and landlords. 
 
Housing Minister Heather Wheeler said: “Everyone deserves a 
decent and safe place to live. Today ’s new guidance for landlords will further protect 
private renters against bad and overcrowded conditions and poor management prac-
tice.” 

Government publishes new guidance for landlords to 
further protect tenants 

The importance of 
mid-term inspections 
 
The Association of Inde-
pendent Inventory Clerks 
(AIIC) is advising landlords 
and their agents to carry our 
mid-term inspections of their 
rental properties. 
 
There are several reasons 
why it is advantageous to 
carry out inspections, t’s a 
good time to try and spot 
issues and prevent any 
problems escalating. 
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Special points of interest: 

Did you know this week  17th—
24th of September is our an-
nual Gas Safety Week.. Have 
all your appliances been 
checked, and tested? 

Please click on the picture of 
Doug below for more infor-
mation from the HSE. 
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enquiries@surreyinventoryservices.co.uk 

If any of these articles 
or issues are of interest 
to you, please contact 

us 

Issues which an inspection 
may reveal are: signs of un-
authorized occupiers or pets, 
smoking in the property, un-
authorized decorating and 
painting, insufficient cleaning 
and a build-up of refuse 
which may lead to vermin 
infestations, condensation 
and general damage. 
 
With the new protection from 
eviction legislation – Retalia-
tory Eviction – passed last 
year, it is more important 
than ever to establish the 
condition of the property at 
regular intervals. Use a doc-
umented check-list and take 
photo evidence, 

You want to maintain your 
tenant’s absolute right to 
“quiet enjoyment” of the 
property, but at the same 
time you as landlord or 
agent have an obligation 
to maintain the property in 
a safe condition. Labelling 
the inspections a “safety 
Inspection” will usually 
assure tenants and re-
move the feeling they are 
being checked on. 
 
You should give tenants 
plenty of notice of the tim-
ing of inspections, trying 
to fit-in with their conven-
ient times, and giving 
them the option of being 
present. . 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/houses-in-multiple-occupation-and-residential-property-licensing-reform-guidance-for-local-housing-authorities
http://www.hse.gov.uk/gas/domestic/safety-week.htm

