
The Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (England) Regulations 2015 came into force on 1  

October 2015.  Since this date private sector landlords are required  to: 

 Have at least one smoke alarm installed on every storey of their properties  

 A carbon monoxide alarm in any room containing a solid fuel burning appliance 
(e.g. a coal fire, wood burning stove).  

 After that, the landlord must make sure the alarms are in working order at the start 
of each new tenancy.  

 The requirements will be enforced by local authorities who can impose a fine of up 
to £5,000 where a landlord fails to comply with a remedial notice. 
 

After the landlord’s test on the first day of the tenancy, tenants should take responsibility for their 

own safety and test all alarms regularly to make sure they are in working order.  Testing monthly 

is generally  is considered an appropriate frequency for smoke alarms.  If tenants find that their 

alarm(s) are not in working order during the tenancy, they are advised to arrange the replace-

ment of the batteries or the alarm itself with the relevant landlord. 
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If any of these  
articles or issues are 
of interest to you, 
please contact us 

Our advice 

The private rented sector has the highest incidence of 
condensation and dampness and is one of the main 
reasons tenants complain, so it’s important that land-
lords are aware of the issue and how to deal with it. 

Condensation forms more easily on cold surfaces, e.g. 
walls and ceilings. Because of this, in order to reduce 
condensation it’s a good idea to make sure surfaces 
are kept warm. This can be done by improving insula-
tion to the property, draught-proofing windows and 
doors, as well as improving ventilation in the property, 
but without creating a draught. 

Thermostats should ideally be kept to the same tem-
perature in every room.  

You can ventilate without creating draughts by: 
• Installing an extractor fan, they only consume 1/5 the  
   power of a 100watt bulb. 
• If you are replacing windows, ensure they have  
   trickle ventilators 

Problems with Condensation…? 
 
With temperatures getting cooler and 
central heating systems being turned on, 
you and your tenants may notice more 
condensation in your properties. 
Condensation can form on any surface 
and it may not be noticed until mould 

growth or rotting of material occurs. 

This week, a landlord called us saying 
that one of his tenants had complained to 
him that they had noticed there was a lot 
of condensation on the windows in sever-
al rooms of the property. The issue was 
so bad that every morning the tenant had 
to use a cloth to wipe the access water 

away. 

The landlord called to ask our advice and 
wanted to know if there was anything they 
could do to help with this. 


