
They say that almost half the population in Britain has a pet of some sort, yet most land-
lords and letting agents routinely prohibit pets in their properties. 

The main reasons for this is the potential damage that pets can cause to the property, 
the risk of flea infestation, and the potential costs and additional work involved in pre-
paring it for a new tenant after the departure of the pet owning tenant. 

But is it always a good idea? Would it not be more cost-effective sometimes to let to ten-
ants with pets? Consider the following: 

The majority of pet owners are law abiding people who look after their pets responsibly, 
however: 

• 78% of pet owners, according to a recent survey by the 
Dogs Trust, have experienced difficulty in  finding accom-
modation which accepts pets 

• 54% were never able to find a suitable property 

• 8% had to re-home their pet 

What this means is that in most cases, if those law abiding pet owners are able to find 
accommodation which allows pets, they will be so grateful that they will make every 
effort to be an exemplary tenant. The sort of tenant who always pays their rent on 
time and cares for the property as if it were theirs.  In fact the sort of tenant you want. 

Of course some properties will not be suitable for pets, and many landlords may still feel 
that the potential problems that pets can cause are not worth the risk. 

However those landlords who do allow pets will normally find that it is considerably easi-
er to fill their properties and that once in, tenants stay for a longer time (avoiding voids). 

The Dog Trust’s has a Lets with Pets® campaign with lots of useful advise and information for 
landlord's and tenants, please go to  www.letswithpets.org.uk 

 

 

 

Please get in touch and share your thoughts, we’d love to hear your views.  

enquiries@surreyinventoryservices.co.uk 
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