
James Brokenshire secretary of state for housing, communities and local government 
plans to introduce the long-awaited Tenants Fee Bill to Parliament. 

He claims the new legislation will save tenants in England £240 million a year in fees paid 
to letting agents and landlords – with letting agents the major losers. 
An impact statement drafted alongside the bill by civil servants estimates letting agents 
will lose £157 million in revenue in the first year after the bill becomes law. 
 
The measure will stop letting agents and landlords charging fees other than those linked 
to: 

• A change or early end of a tenancy requested by a tenant 

• Utilities, communication services and Council Tax 

• Payments that are the fault of a tenant, like replacing lost key 

 

The bill lists several more measures aimed at cutting costs and safeguarding the rights of 
renters, including: 

• Limiting holding deposits to no more than a week’s rent 

• Capping charges for changing the terms of a tenancy to £50 unless the landlord shows  

        more expense was incurred 

• Instating fines of up to £5,000 for the first breach of the fee ban, then introducing a criminal  
        offence if someone is fined or convicted of the same offence within five years. Fines of up  
       to £30,000 can charged instead of taking offenders to court. 

• Allowing tenants to recover unlawfully charged fees 

• Stopping landlords from repossessing a home until they have refunded any unlawfully  

        charged fees 
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EPC—What you need to 
know 
 
1. The regulations surrounding 

Energy Perfmance Certificates  
changed  on 1st April 2018 
 
2. The EPC changes affect 
both residential and commer-
cial property in the Private 
Rented Sector 
 
3. The Minimum Energy Effi-
ciency Standard for non-
domestic (commercial) build-
ings is an EPC rating of E 
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In The Know  

Special points of interest: 

• Minimum Room Sizes 
 
 
 

 

• Mid-Term Inspections 
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If any of these articles 
or issues are of interest 
to you, please contact 

us 

4. The Minimum Ener-

gy Efficiency Standard for 
domestic (residential) build-
ings is an EPC rating of E 
 
5. The EPC regulation 
changes are about the ener-
gy efficiency rating and that, 
if renting out a property, an F 
or G rating could be problem-
atic. 
 
6. These new Minimum Ener-
gy Efficiency Standards 
(MEES) were released by the 
Department of Energy and 
Climate Change on 22nd 

July 2014 and confirmed on 

5 February 2015. 

7. The new EPC regulations 
require eligible properties to 
be improved to achieve a 
rating of E or better, before 
they can be rented out 

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/tenantfees/documents.html

