
Following the passing of Karen Buck’s Homes (Fitness for Human Habitation) Act 2018 
into law, it is important that landlords are aware of their responsibilities in relation to 
the new rules. 

From March 20, all landlords in England, as well as  letting agents acting on their behalf, 
must ensure their rental properties are fit for human habitation at the beginning and 
throughout the tenancy.  

Failure to meet the new requirements could see tenants take landlords to court for 
breach of contract, forcing them to carry out improvement works as well as claim com-
pensation. For most landlords, who are managing properties that are in good condition 
and are well maintained, there should not be anything new to do. 

However, landlords should be aware as there is the potential for them to find them-
selves subject to court action from tenants, for breach of contract, should a property not 
meet required standards. Landlords could find themselves forced to carry out improve-
ments and could be subject to compensation claims. There is the possibility that a land-
lord could be sued for damages, for the full duration of the contract. 

The legislation has been brought in to help raise living standards in the PRS. 

There are a number of housing issues being looked at, which include: 

 
•           repair work 
•           stability 
•           levels of dampness in the property; 
•           internal arrangement; 
•           how much natural lighting there is in the property; 
•           the amount of ventilation; 
•           the quality of the water supply; 
•           how well drainage and sanitary conveniences work;  
•           what facilities there are for the preparation and cooking of food and for the 
             disposal of water      
•           Hazards under the Housing Health and Safety Rating System. 
 

Under the new rules, a home needs to be regarded as significantly defective in one or 
more of the above areas, in order to be considered as unfit. 

 

Please get in touch and share your thoughts, we’d love to hear your views.  

enquiries@surreyinventoryservices.co.uk 
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